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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, October 21, 2011, at 10 a.m. 

Senate 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2011 

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable 
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, a Senator from 
the State of New York. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

You are surrounded by inaccessible 
light. Today, help our lawmakers make 
substantive progress in their efforts to 
keep America strong. Remind them to 
trust You for today’s challenges and 
difficulties, knowing that You hold all 
our tomorrows in Your hands. May this 
perspective of trusting the future to 
Your powerful and loving providence 
infuse them with a spirit of optimism 
to believe that they will reap a bounti-
ful harvest if they persevere in doing 
what is right. Lord, give them the se-
renity to accept what they cannot 
change, to change what they should, 
and the wisdom to know the difference. 

We pray in Your righteous Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-

BRAND led the Pledge of Allegiance, as 
follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 

to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, October 19, 2011. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND, a Senator from the State of New 
York, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

RAISING TAXES 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I want to make a couple of observa-
tions this morning about what is going 
on in Washington at the moment and 
what is not. What is going on is that 
Democrats are obsessed for some rea-
son with raising taxes. That is the only 
possible way to explain their latest 
idea to impose a permanent tax hike on 
about 300,000 U.S. business owners and 
then use the money to bail out cities 
and States that cannot pay their bills. 
That is the proposal we will be voting 
on apparently tomorrow. 

I do not know if our friends on the 
other side have noticed, but Wash-

ington cannot pay its own bills right 
now. Think about it. The Federal Gov-
ernment spent $3.6 trillion last fiscal 
year, a new all-time record. And in the 
wake of the single largest spending 
year in history, Democrats want to put 
together another bailout. 

Add up the projected deficits of all 50 
States this year and you get $103 bil-
lion. That is all 50 States’ deficits 
added up. Well, what about us? What 
about us here in Washington? We are 
expected to run a deficit of $1.3 trillion. 
Washington needs to prove it can get 
its own house in order before it starts 
demanding more money from job cre-
ators and throwing together another 
bailout. 

This is the third time in 3 years the 
President has asked us to bail out the 
States. How many more times? And 
how many more billions before some-
one realizes this is a very bad idea? 
More bailouts. More bailouts are not 
going to solve the problem. They will 
just enable it. 

But the bottom line is this: Everyone 
knows the last thing you want to do in 
a jobs crisis is raise taxes. It is com-
mon sense. The President himself has 
said as much. But for some reason he is 
determined to keep trying anyway. 
And Republicans are not about to go 
along with it. So Democratic leaders in 
Congress have decided to do nothing in-
stead. If they do not get their tax hike, 
then they do not want to do anything 
at all. That is why rather than working 
with us on legislation that would get 
the government out of the way so the 
private sector can create jobs, includ-
ing legislation that is in the Presi-
dent’s own bill, they have 
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